T wo themes are woven through this issue of Health Promotion Practice. The first is the beginning of our exploration of the term best practices in health promotion and education. The second is a Canadian theme: This issue features a collection of articles from Canadian health promotion experts. The two pieces on Canadian health promotion initiatives seek to establish systems for identifying and disseminating best practice applications (Cameron, Jolin, Walker, McDermott, & Gough; Kahan & Goodstadt) .
We recently asked for working definitions of the term from our editorial advisory board, other key informants in the health promotion and education community, and the readers of this journal, as requested in Volume 1, Issue 3. Several Health Promotion Practice readers and numerous editorial board members have responded to our inquiry: What does the term best practices mean to you in your work as a health promotion and education practitioner? Their comments will be published in a future issue with an analysis and commentary from a few members of our editorial advisory board. If you wish to provide your comments, you can still do so by sending an e-mail to me at randy.schwartz@cancer.org with "Best Practices" as the subject. In the text, let us know what this term means to you and your work.
This journal's mission statement identifies our commitment to focus on "the applications of health promotion and public health education interventions, programs and best practice strategies in various settings, including but not limited to, community, health care, worksite, educational, and international settings." As we declare best practices to be within our domain-and it clearly is-we need to take a step back and explore how the term is applied in practice, professional preparation, and policy. We begin that exploration in this issue and will continue the thread over time. We will feature additional articles on best practices innovations and initiatives in the next several issues, with articles focusing on tobacco prevention and control and a piece on environmental and policy change, among others. This is an opportunity for the field to advance the applications of such concepts to improve their use for practice. If you wish to contribute to this exploration, please do so.
Finally, adding to the Canadian flavor of the issue, the Circle of Research and Practice department features a piece on health promotion and practice linkages in Canada by Irving Rootman and Maureen Cava. Health promotion in Canada has provided much leadership to the rest of the international community over the years, and we are pleased to offer these pieces for your professional stimulation. Take the time to read these provocative articles and provide Health Promotion Practice with your reactions.
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